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One of our regional highways has 
been in the news recently - and for 
all the wrong reasons.

U.S. 199, Redwood Highway, has seen 
its unfortunate share of crashes this 
past summer garnering the expected 
media attention. Behind the four fatal 
crashes along the highway in Oregon 
are the tragic personal stories of lives 
lost needlessly. 

In general, Redwood Highway has 
about the same number of crashes per 
mile than other similar highways, such 
as Oregon 62 - Crater Lake Highway. 
The difference is Redwood Highway 
crashes are much more severe: they 
are usually head-on crashes where 
drivers cross the center line or run off 
the roadway into an oncoming vehicle 
or a fixed object, such as a tree. 

From January through May this year, 
there were no fatal crashes along U.S. 
199. Since the first of June, there have 
been four.  Five more fatalities have 
occurred on the Josephine County 
road system in the Illinois Valley. 

So what’s causing these fatal crashes? 

We and our law enforcement partners 
see a combination of poor driving 
practices, such as driving too fast for 
conditions, unsafe passing, following 
too close and driving either impaired 
or distracted. Also, drivers along the 
highway are driving much faster than 
the posted 55 mph speed limit.

Most of these crashes are occurring in 
daylight hours, all days of the week, 
under dry and clear conditions, with 
drivers of all ages along the entire 
corridor.  So it’s hard to pin down 
an exact cause or focus on a specific 
location within the corridor. 

In recent years we have invested 
$33 million in the highway with 
new pavement, guardrail, center 
line rumble strips and site markers 
between Applegate River Bridge 

by Rosalee Senger, Southwest ODOT 
Transportation Safety Coordinator
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AAA recommends 
including these items 
in your “emergency kit” 
for winter driving.

OTHER ITEMS TO CONSIDER: 
cellphone charger, tire chains, rope, 
traction sand/mats, coats/hats, 
snack food and fire extinguisher.

Exchange.AAA.com

Emergency Kit 
for Winter 
Driving

Member

Jumper cables

First aid kit

Cellphone

GlovesWarning triangles/flares

Flashlight

Tool kit

Snowbrush/ice scraper

Blankets/rags

Washer fluid

AAA membership card

Shovel

Water

1. Car Preparation 
	 Get ready by checking:
	 •	Tire tread and pressure
	 •	Battery strength 
	 •	Fluid levels
	 •	Check heater/defroster
	 •	All lights  
	 •	Wipers
	 •	Hoses and fan belts
	 •	Spare tire and jack

2. Winter Driving Kit 
	 •	Jumper cables
	 •	�Tow and tire chains  

(know how to install)
	 •	Abrasive materials like sand
	 •	Warm clothing, hats gloves
	 •	Water and snacks
	 •	Prescription medicine
	 •	Phone charger
	 •	Warning flares
	 •	Ice scraper and brush

3. Drive Smart! 
	 •	Drive to the conditions
	 •	�Slow down on snow/ice 

covered roads
	 •	Increase following distance
	 •	Increase braking distance
	 •	Steer out of a skid
	 •	�Avoid unnecessary lane changes 

on snow/ice

4. Use Common Sense 
	 •	�Dress according to weather 

conditions. Have an extra 
coat, hat and gloves in case 
yours gets wet changing tire or 
installing chains.

	 •	�Let family members know your 
travel plans and route, expected 
time of arrival

	 •	�Don’t blindly follow GPS. Stay on 
roads that are well-maintained

	 •	If stuck, stay with vehicle. 

PLAN AHEAD AND BE PREPARED!

4 
THINGS by Marie Dodds AAA of Oregon/Idaho

I WISH EVERY DRIVER WOULD DO



What's the Deal with Real ID?Redwood Highway Safety
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1810 W. Main St. Medford 
541-779-5431

Your Winter Driving Headquarters!

Your Locally Owned Shopping Center For Over 50 Years!

Get Set for Winter Travel!

❐ Tire Chains
❐ Road Emergency Kit
❐ Flares
❐ Flashlight
❐ Shovel
❐ Wiper Blades 
❐ De-icer/Scrapers
❐ Batteries

✓
✓
✓
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✓
✓
✓
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and Cave Junction.  We have more 
investments coming in our capital 
improvement plan, such as improving 
the so-called “clear zone,” opening 
up the sides of the highway to 
encroaching trees and brush. They 
hide warning signs, make it difficult 
to see around corners and act as fixed 
objects for vehicles to crash into.

We’ve also started a safety awareness 
working group that will meet 
frequently and act as local eyes 
and ears of what’s happening in 
the Illinois Valley. In addition to the 
local input and search for solutions 
from community members, other 
agency partners, and EMS agencies, 
the group also is represented by law 
enforcement – Oregon State Police, 
Josephine County Sheriff and Grants 
Pass Department of Public Safety.

We know they are doing everything 
they can to maintain patrols with 
short staffs and shrinking local 
budgets. For instance, Oregon State 
Police is covering all of Josephine 
County with a total of 10 troopers 
assigned to the Grants Pass field office. 
OSP and Josephine County Sheriff 
deputies would like to do more, but 
they just can’t given the limitations.

We talk in traffic safety about the 
four “E's”: engineering, education, 
enforcement and emergency services. 
Currently, not all are working as they 
should; we have an imbalance and we 
want to fix that.  The safety awareness 
working group will help. 

ODOT is committed to working with 
local and state partners to do what we 
can to help with the safety challenges 
along Redwood Highway. We’re 
committed to a corridor planning study 
to uncover possible long term safety 
improvements. Such a comprehensive 
effort is not expected until next year 
due to scope development. The local 
safety awareness working group will 
no doubt help inform that long range 
study, too.

We’ve embarked on a specific safety 
awareness campaign that includes 
portable and permanent message 
boards.  We have placed crashed car 
trailers along the corridor and at local 
high schools to raise awareness about 
the dangers of speeding and distracted 
driving.  We will continue that effort in 
the coming months as well. 

We’ll continue to look for those quick 
turn projects to increase safety in the 
corridor. Safety is a team effort, and 
the most important player, as the data 
show, is the driving public.
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Something big is coming that 
will change the way you get on 
a commercial flight. Starting on 
Thursday, Oct. 1, 2020, you will need 
a special form of identification or face 
additional time and scrutiny by the 
Transportation Security Administration.

Don't have the right ID?  
You might miss your flight.

What's happening? It's something 
called Real ID. The U.S. Congress 
passed the Real ID Act back in 2005. 
It came from the 9/11 Commission's 
recommendation that the federal 
government "set standards for the 
issuance of sources of identification, 
such as driver licenses." If a state driver 
license meets those requirements, the 
license is good to show at the TSA 
security line. 

Oregon currently does not issue Real 
ID-compliant licenses.

Uh-oh.

Before I go any further, please 
visit our website to find out more 
(oregon.gov/odot/dmw) And, spoiler 
alert, if you have a valid U.S. passport 
(or passport card), you can stop 
reading and use it instead of a driver 
license to board a plane.

Don't have a passport? Don't Panic

First, the back story. Why isn't 
Oregon's license compliant? The short 
version: DMV couldn't legally work on 
a Real ID license until after the 2017 
Legislative Session. 
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